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boom since World War II; and an unem-
ployment rate that has stayed at or 
below 5 percent for more than 15 
months. The current rate of 4.5 percent 
is just remarkable. 

The crash of 2000 yielded to gains 
that have sent the Dow Jones Indus-
trial average to an all-time high. We 
have created more than 7 million jobs 
since August 2003. These gains are no 
accident. They are the result of the 
stimulative tax relief we passed. These 
policies clearly worked, and they 
should be kept in place. 

Republicans used the strong eco-
nomic climate to cut the deficit. We 
cut it in half even more quickly than 
anyone thought we would. And working 
together, across the aisle, we must con-
tinue that trend and balance the budg-
et within 5 years. 

Another focus of this Congress is the 
overwhelmingly popular and effective 
prescription drug relief for seniors. 
President Bush and the Republican 
Congress gave seniors the Medicare 
prescription drug care benefit they had 
waited on for decades. We cannot 
‘‘scrap’’ this program, as some would 
like. And we will oppose any effort to 
do so. 

A spirit of cooperation will lead to a 
heightened respect for fairness—and 
ensure that the same number of judi-
cial nominees that were confirmed in 
the final years of the last three admin-
istrations are confirmed in the last 2 
years of this one. 

Americans want judges to uphold the 
original intent of the Constitution, not 
rewrite it. Judicial activism has di-
vided the courts, the Congress, and the 
Nation for too long. If our work of res-
toration and a new civility is to take 
hold, we must recommit ourselves to 
the ideal of judicial restraint. 

Like the three Presidents before him, 
President Bush will spend his last 2 
years in office with the opposition 
party in control of the Senate. Like 
them, he has a right to expect that his 
nominees will receive an up-or-down 
vote. 

The voters recently sent us a mes-
sage. They told us to solve the prob-
lems that face this Nation. They expect 
us to win the wars we wage. And they 
expect us to be men and women of prin-
ciple. 

The people of Kentucky gave me the 
great honor of my life when they first 
elected me to the Senate. And I have 
gone about my work here with them 
foremost in my mind. 

I have fought hard to advance and 
protect the values that matter most to 
the people of my State. 

It is because of another election that 
I stand here today. I am honored that 
my colleagues chose me to lead them 
at this important moment in our his-
tory. I take my duty seriously. 

I am filled today with a sense of pur-
pose—for party, yes, but for this insti-
tution and for our Nation first, for 
their renewal. 

Elections are about ideas, and here 
are some I hold most dear. 

I believe the state exists to serve in-
dividuals and families, not the other 
way around. 

I believe everyone fortunate enough 
to call himself or herself an American 
should be able to pursue their dreams 
freely. 

I believe God has blessed this country 
richly, and that the proper response to 
the gift of freedom is to defend it. 

And I believe that the first duty of 
Government is the defense and protec-
tion of its citizens. 

So I am eager to work with my col-
leagues to find bold solutions to big 
problems. Yet on some things I will not 
yield. 

I will never agree to proposals that 
weaken the security of our citizens at 
home or the capabilities of our Armed 
Forces abroad. 

I will never agree to a tax increase on 
working families or small businesses. 
Our economy is strong because of the 
hard work and enterprise of Americans. 
We will not undermine that spirit by 
taxing it. 

I will never agree to retreat from our 
responsibility to confirm qualified ju-
dicial nominees. 

Bipartisanship, cooperation and ac-
complishment; yes. Civility; yes. But 
we will remain true to our principles. 

Henry Clay was a great Kentuckian. 
He spent the last 2 years of his life 
using the tools of the Senate to save 
his country. His devotion to the cause 
of national unity was so great that one 
rival called it ‘‘a crowning grace’’ to 
Clay’s public life. 

Clay shows us that divided govern-
ment need not be divisive. Indeed, it 
often leads to historic agreements that 
unity governments have little incen-
tive to achieve. 

And so, working together, forgetting 
past grievances, forging new alliances, 
we can solve the difficult issues of the 
day. This is the purpose of the Senate 
and the privilege of its Members. 

If our steps are guided by this simple 
principle, then this 110th Congress will 
have met its responsibility on behalf of 
all Americans, and strengthened this 
institution for the unseen challenges 
that will always lie ahead. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader is recognized. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the next 2 hours of morning busi-
ness be controlled as follows: the first 
60 minutes under the control of the ma-
jority, the second 60 minutes under the 
control of the minority, with Senators 
therein limited to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The assistant majority leader. 
f 

A NEW DIRECTION FOR AMERICA 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is my 
honor to follow the speeches that have 
been given by my new majority leader, 

Senator HARRY REID of Nevada, and my 
new Republican leader, Senator MITCH 
MCCONNELL of Kentucky. It is a great 
honor for me to stand this day in the 
Senate as the assistant Democratic 
leader. I cannot express my gratitude 
to my colleagues for entrusting me 
with this responsibility. 

I come to this moment with a sense 
of amazement. Some 40 years ago, as a 
college student in this town, I first set 
foot in the old Senate office building as 
an intern, never dreaming that 40 years 
later I would be standing on the floor 
of the Senate in this capacity. It is in-
deed a great honor. 

I do not know how many men and 
women have lived in the United States 
of America in our history—hundreds of 
millions, for sure. Today there are 
some 300 million who count America as 
their home. In the entire history of the 
United States of America, from its cre-
ation, as of today, as of this moment in 
our history, 1,895 men and women have 
had this high honor of serving in the 
Senate. Today, we were joined by 10 
more. 

Their life stories, like the stories of 
many of us, are the stories of America: 
stories of immigrant families, stories 
of struggle, stories of dreams that fi-
nally resulted in an election to this 
great body in the Senate. 

I imagine if you called on some of the 
experts in U.S. history—even those 
who served for quite a few years in the 
Senate—and asked them how many of 
the 1,895 Senators who have served here 
they could remember, they would be 
hard pressed to come up with a long 
list. As it happens in most walks of 
life, a few people stand out in history. 
But most are part of a parade, a parade 
that passes by many times anony-
mously. 

In the desk drawers of each of our 
desks here there is a quaint little Sen-
ate custom. I was talking to Senator 
John Glenn of Ohio about it today. 
Senators who have served here, despite 
what they were told by their teachers 
in grade school, are encouraged to 
scratch their names in the bottom of 
the desk drawer. I happen to be sitting 
at the desk of former Senator John 
Glenn of Ohio, and my former mentor 
and inspiration, Senator Paul Douglas 
of Illinois. I would imagine if you look 
in these desk drawers, there will be 
many names you do not recognize. The 
point I am trying to get to is this: 
Members of the Senate, men and 
women, come and go, but, thank God, 
this Nation endures. And it endures be-
cause of the sacrifice each makes for 
the common good of this Nation. 

We have weathered so many storms— 
9/11 the most recent but, of course, the 
Civil War, which almost tore us apart— 
and time and again throughout our his-
tory men and women in this body, in 
the Senate, have decided the good of 
this Nation was more important than 
their individual personal ambition. 

We have another similar moment in 
history. It is interesting how critical 
Americans are of their politicians; and 
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that is a healthy thing. We do not as-
sume that those elected to public office 
are part of any gifted class or any spe-
cial group. We just assume they are 
people who are like us and fortunate 
enough to get elected. But over the 
years a lot of people have questioned 
us, whether those of us who have de-
voted a good part of our lives to public 
service truly have the public interest 
in mind. 

The skepticism grew last year with 
the culture of corruption, the an-
nouncements of indictments, prosecu-
tions, resignations, not just among 
public officials but those who work in 
the Halls of the Capitol. And the skep-
ticism and cynicism about public life 
grew as people heard more and more of 
these stories. That is why it is so im-
portant we reflect on what Senator 
REID said earlier about our agenda. 

The first item on our agenda—and 
there could be many—is to address this 
issue of ethics and honesty in Govern-
ment. I have been a fortunate soul in 
public life. Two people who brought me 
here—Paul Douglas and Paul Simon, 
both Senators—were literally paragons 
of public virtue. 

Paul Douglas, as Senator from Illi-
nois, used to have a tradition that ex-
cept for food and drink he would not 
accept a gift worth more than $2.50. 
Now, it sounds like an interesting 
standard. It turned out to be a com-
plete headache to figure out what to do 
with a gift that was worth $3, or what 
to do with the belt that a man hand 
tooled with Senator Douglas’s name on 
it and sent to him as a gift. But he was 
steadfast in his belief that public serv-
ice meant public sacrifice, not public 
enrichment. 

Paul Simon, my other mentor in life, 
felt the same, followed in the Douglas 
tradition, and started me on a long 
road of disclosing in complete detail 
every year my income taxes and total 
net worth. There were painful moments 
early in my married life when Loretta 
and I had very little to claim as earth-
ly possessions and filed a net worth 
which was pretty embarrassing. Things 
are a little better now, and I have con-
tinued the tradition. 

But when Senator REID talks about 
changing the Senate rules, to start 
with, as the first item of business, I 
think what he is trying to do on behalf 
of Democrats and Republicans in this 
bipartisan bill is to address this funda-
mental issue of restoring the con-
fidence of the public in the Senate. Be-
fore we roll up our sleeves and take on 
the issues that count for every family 
across America, let’s take on the issue 
of restoring the integrity of the Sen-
ate. That is why this is a bill that is 
high on our list and the first we will 
consider. 

The American people voted for 
change in this last election in many 
ways. They certainly want us to move 
forward. Some of our advisers tell us 
that the term ‘‘bipartisanship’’ has too 
many syllables and is unintelligible to 
the average person. I am not sure. But 

people do understand the words ‘‘co-
operation’’ and ‘‘compromise.’’ And I 
think people across America said to us 
in the last election: We want you to 
compromise. We want you to find solu-
tions. We do not want you to play to a 
draw with nothing to show for it. 

The first issue that concerns the peo-
ple of Illinois to whom I speak is this 
war in Iraq. In the first week of Octo-
ber, I went to Iraq with Senator JACK 
REED of Rhode Island. We visited Af-
ghanistan and had three different stops 
in Iraq, and we spent many hours meet-
ing with our soldiers, sailors, marines, 
and airmen. I spent extra time with 
those from Illinois just to say hello to 
them and thank them. I came back not 
just with some frustration over a war 
which I think was a colossal, strategic 
mistake, but anger—anger that we con-
tinue to ask these brave young men 
and women to sacrifice their lives 
every single day. 

I can recall when one of the generals 
took us aside and showed us one of 
these roadside bombs that kills and 
maims our troops, almost on a daily 
basis. It looked like nothing more than 
a fruit cocktail can, with both ends 
lopped off and a metal charge inside. 
They disguise it and camouflage it and 
put it on the side of the road. While 
unsuspecting American soldiers course 
down that road, they unleash the blast 
that kills or maims them. That is life 
for our soldiers in Iraq. They do not 
confront an enemy so much as con-
fronting these improvised explosive de-
vices. 

Over the last few weeks, we have 
passed some tragic milestones. More 
Americans have died in Iraq than died 
on 9/11. As of the first of this year, the 
3,000th American life was lost among 
our fighting men and women in Iraq. 
Over 22,000 have returned from Iraq 
with serious physical and mental inju-
ries. 

The legacy of this war will continue. 
Next week, the President is to propose 
the next phase of the war, what he 
wants to do next. I have to tell you, as 
one of 23 Members of this Senate who 
voted against this war, I continue to 
believe we made a serious mistake un-
derestimating the gravity of the chal-
lenge once we had deposed Saddam 
Hussein. It is clear now this adminis-
tration was not prepared to wage this 
war, certainly not prepared to move us 
to peace. What they have done is to 
move our troops into harm’s way, 
risked their lives, and leave us in a sit-
uation, 4 years into this war—a war 
longer than World War II—where there 
is still no end in sight. 

In October, our leaders in Iraq told 
Senator JACK REED and myself it is a 
matter of months. If we cannot get this 
under control in a matter of months, 
we have to be honest about it. I think 
honesty is important. There is a lot of 
talk about surge. Let’s move beyond 
the word ‘‘surge’’ into the reality. We 
are talking about the lives of American 
soldiers, whether we will send 20,000 or 
30,000 more American soldiers into that 

field of combat, whether that can pos-
sibly make a difference. 

I hope to God the President recon-
siders that. I am afraid in many in-
stances we are only sending targets 
and not troops. It is time for the Iraqis 
to stand up and defend their own coun-
try. It is time for them to accept the 
responsibility of governance and de-
fense. We have given them so much, 
over 3,000 American lives and all of our 
treasure, so they can rebuild their 
country and have a chance. We deposed 
their dictator, put him to trial, saw his 
execution, gave them a chance for con-
stitutions and governments, gave them 
all these opportunities, and now it is 
their turn. We cannot impose democ-
racy on them. That appetite for democ-
racy has to spring from their souls, and 
they have to want it badly enough to 
work out the political compromises to 
disband the militia, to show the kind of 
leadership which will give them a na-
tion in fact rather than just in words. 
That will be one of the big issues we 
debate here. 

Some have criticized us this week for 
not talking about Iraq enough. I can 
understand it. When I hear the mothers 
of fallen soldiers say that should be our 
first priority, I think they understand, 
as we do, there is nothing more impor-
tant that ever happened in their lives. 
This assurance I can give: Next week, 
when this Senate convenes, both the 
Armed Services Committee and the 
Foreign Relations Committee will 
begin hearings on Iraq. The debate will 
really begin in earnest, as it should, as 
the American people expect. And we 
will have a responsibility to come up 
with the best answer for our Nation, 
for our troops. 

There are so many other issues we 
face. One near and dear to my heart is 
the cost of college education. This 
young boy from East Saint Louis, IL, 
could never have attended Georgetown 
University or law school were it not for 
Government loans. I borrowed the 
money, paid it back, and believe it 
changed my life forever. So many stu-
dents across America today wonder if 
they will ever be able to borrow enough 
to go to school. Some of them drop out 
because of debt. Some of them change 
their life plans because of paying off 
student debt. 

Well, last year, we decided to make it 
more difficult. The President signed a 
bill raising the interest rates on stu-
dent loans, making it more difficult for 
the kids of working families to go to 
school. One of our first priorities is to 
reduce the cost of college education ex-
penses so young people with great 
dreams and limited means have a 
chance to succeed. That is one of our 
priorities as Democrats, and one I to-
tally support. 

I also think we have to restore some 
basic economic justice in America. 
How can you possibly explain that over 
10 years we have not raised the Federal 
minimum wage? These people get up 
and go to work every day, many of 
them raising children, struggling to 
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survive, going to soup kitchens and 
pantries to supplement their income. 

Over the Christmas holidays—as 
many of us do—I visited some of those 
places, and I met a lot of people who 
work 40 hours a week. They come to 
the soup kitchens, they come to the 
pantries because that is the one way to 
supplement their income. Well, we can 
do better. We need to increase the Fed-
eral minimum wage. And as Senator 
REID said, it is one of our highest prior-
ities. 

Senator MCCONNELL said, a few mo-
ments ago, when it comes to the Medi-
care prescription Part D program, he 
will not stand by and allow us to scrap 
the program. I say: Hear, hear. We do 
not want to scrap the program. It is 
long overdue. Prescription drugs under 
Medicare keep our seniors healthy, 
independent, and strong. But, sadly, we 
know the reality that when that bill 
was passed, it was written by the phar-
maceutical industry. It took competi-
tion out of the program so they could 
charge higher prices. It created a maze 
of opportunities, but a maze of choices 
for many seniors who were bewildered 
by what to do. It created a doughnut 
hole, a period of time where seniors 
who were the sickest had no coverage 
whatsoever. 

So I would say to my colleague on 
the other side of the aisle, we are not 
going to scrap it. We are going to do 
our best to improve it. And we can im-
prove it, bring in some competition so 
we have reasonable cost drugs, so we 
have more coverage for seniors across 
America. 

There is an old saying that there is 
no education in the second kick of a 
mule. No matter what side of the aisle 
we are on, there is a lesson for all of us. 
The American people have given us 
today a rare opportunity in our his-
tory. They have given us an order, too, 
to chart a better course for this Na-
tion. They have asked us to listen. And 
if, at the end of the day, we play to a 
draw on these major issues—if we do 
not achieve results, if we do not show a 
good-faith effort toward compromise 
and cooperation—they will be just as 
harsh in their judgment 2 years from 
now as they were last November. And 
we deserve it. 

As we begin anew this Congress, we 
need to resolve together, on a bipar-
tisan basis, to find that path to a bet-
ter and stronger America. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New York. 
f 

IMPORTANT PRIORITIES 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise 

as well to speak about our priorities 
that Senator REID has introduced. 
First, I compliment him for his vision 
and drive toward shaping these prior-
ities, and his leadership that will en-
sure the Senate makes the concerns of 
the average American family our top 
priority. 

I thank my colleague from Illinois, 
Senator DURBIN, who, as always, is able 

to articulate in a very smart way, but 
also a way the average person can un-
derstand, how important these prior-
ities are to us. 

I also, in advance, thank my col-
league Senator MURRAY for being here, 
and who again, in her usual wise and 
thoughtful way, will help us let the 
American people know what our prior-
ities are. 

Now, I wore a blue suit today, natu-
rally, because we are all excited over 
the election in November. But in our 
excitement, we have to remember that 
we are here because of the people who 
sent us here, and to realize their desire 
for change, to make their lives better. 
We know a bipartisan approach is the 
best and perhaps the only way we will 
get this done. 

If all our exultation and happiness 
today—and, believe me, I stood there 
with pride watching the new Members 
in particular be sworn in, knowing how 
fine they are, what a diverse group of 
people they are—the thing they share 
in common is coming from the bosom 
of the people of their State. Each one, 
each of the new representatives, each 
of the new Senators represents the peo-
ple of their State. 

They come to us with a message, and 
I don’t think the message is left, right, 
or center, as some of the pundits have 
said. The message is to keep your eyes 
focused on the average family. All too 
often we in Washington get lost in the 
world of Washington. Too often politics 
here seems to be a minuet, shadow box-
ing, sometimes real boxing, where each 
party and each individual is seeking 
advantage over the other, and the focus 
on getting something done—something 
done for the American people—gets 
lost. 

If there was one message that this 
election had, I think that is it. The 
American people were pleading with us, 
crying out to us with a strong but 
plaintive voice: Help us. The world is 
changing, and we see that world change 
in every way. Technology has dramati-
cally affected everything we do, wheth-
er it is terrorism, where technology 
has enabled small groups of bad people 
to hurt us; whether it is jobs in edu-
cation, where we now have a one-world 
labor market, and our workers, our 
kids in the third grade are going to be 
competing not simply against the kids 
in the third grade across the hallway 
but the kids in the third grade in 
China, India, and Brazil; whether it is 
the technology that has allowed us to 
live longer. 

I read somewhere that a little girl 
born today, if she lives in the early 
months and up to a year old, could well 
live to be 100. And not very unusually, 
that would almost be the average. That 
is incredible. What that means is new 
problems for Social Security and Medi-
care. It also means that our whole life-
style changes as people get married 
later, have children later, and retire 
and have many years of leisure in life. 
So technology is changing everything. 

The old messages—whether they be, 
in my judgment, the old Democratic 

new deal message or the old Reagan 
Republican message—just don’t work 
anymore. Voters, in November, didn’t 
tell us to adopt a certain ideology or 
philosophy or even party. Their mes-
sage to Washington was to stop fight-
ing with each other and finally get 
something done for average Americans 
who are in more need of help now as 
the world changes quickly and dra-
matically. 

The average American wants us to 
get to work on issues that matter to 
them on a daily basis: making them 
more secure, lifesaving medical re-
search, fair wages, comprehensive im-
migration reform, energy independ-
ence, and affordable education and pre-
scription drugs. They want us to go to 
work for them again. That is what we 
are going to do. 

The 10 bills we have introduced are 
all aimed right at the heart of the av-
erage American in the sense of saying 
to the average American: We do know 
what you need, what you have asked us 
to do, and we are going to do our best 
to help you. 

Make no mistake; overall, families 
are doing quite well, but they are be-
ginning to hurt in certain ways: high 
gas prices, skyrocketing tuition, pre-
scription drugs. These are all things 
the average person worries about that 
they probably didn’t worry about 10 
years ago. These first 10 bills that we 
are going to introduce represent the 
Democratic priorities for the Senate 
and the country. These bills take aim 
at making education and prescription 
drugs more affordable. They address 
our goals for energy independence, bet-
ter homeland security, innovative med-
ical research, a modernized military, 
and comprehensive immigration re-
form—priorities that have been ne-
glected for far too long. 

I first want to express my enthusi-
astic support for our bill to address col-
lege affordability, S. 7, which my col-
leagues will also address. We know we 
must make it easier for families to 
send their kids to college. As tuition 
costs rise, it gets harder and harder for 
them to do it. As college becomes more 
of a necessity, it also becomes less af-
fordable. That is the dilemma we face. 
We are facing a critical time with this 
challenge coming, when a college edu-
cation is vital not only to one’s indi-
vidual future but to our Nation’s pros-
perity and independence. 

We are competing now in a global 
market connected by technology, and 
we need a well-educated workforce. 
That is why I introduced upon arriving 
in the Senate a bill to permit a college 
tuition tax deduction. I have worked to 
support it ever since. We must ensure 
that this deduction does not expire, as 
it nearly did in December, by making 
it permanent. And we must do more. 
Just getting by is not enough when it 
comes to sending our kids to college. 
We must address other aspects of col-
lege costs, including Pell grants, loans, 
and lowering interest payments on 
loans. I know my colleague, Senator 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:27 Jul 29, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 J:\CRONLINE\2007BA~3\2007NE~2\S04JA7.REC S04JA7rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-05-30T11:19:24-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




